From the foregoing examination, we are of opinion that death was caused by fracture of the skull and other injuries. These injuries were quite recent, and were such as a fall from a height would produce.
The foregoing report is drawn up in the usual form, and does not represent the order in which the dissection was conducted.
After the examination of the exterior of the body the chest was opened for the purpose of observing whether the source of the haemorrhage could be traced to an aneurism or to phthisis. The only lesion found was the pulmonary apoplexy, evidently due to the shock of the fall, and in a great measure accounted for by the general adhesion of the pleural surfaces of the lungs. The abdomen was then inspected, and after that the windpipe, throat, and cervical spine. The last cavity opened was that of the cranium, and finally both upper maxillse were removed, with the result of the detection of the origin of the haemorrhage. Dr Forbes reported the death to the authorities, but, pending inquiries, returned to say that the mother of deceased averred that deceased had occasionally for the last four years complained of pain in the left side of her chest, and had been cupped at the Infirmary for said pain, and that she (the mother) believed her daughter to have suffered from heart disease, and that the sudden death might thus be accounted for.
On post-mortem examination, there was slight lividity of the face, otherwise quite composed. No marks of cupping could be detected. Internal organs generally healthy. No pregnancy.
Throat.?Both tonsils enlarged, and contained pus, which freely escaped on pressure. Frothy purulent matter in larynx.
